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A Better Life for the South Sudanese

éand Jesus said .. Anyone whw Idoes etedryo wggh ime awidl loubted ac ar ¢
thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. | came so they can have real and eternal life, more
and better life than they ever dreamedidibhn 10:10 (The Message)

Sudan gained inde-
? pendence from Sudan
g July 9, as the outcome

Inside this issue:

o AL of a 2005 peace deal 2
At g ¥ "t hat ended Africads
£ ,ﬁ iﬂ‘ f’ S8 1 longest running civil 4
iy B B 2 war. The family made

?sg‘?; & = FV LI the decision to travel
W 5o Y N to South Sudan to the
city of Yei 5
(population 250,000).

Imagine South Sudan 7

On July 29 the Lewis family,
Brent, Karin, Katrin and Braden
Lewis, left for South Sudan on a
Christian mission. This most re-
markable family has a history of
mission work in difficult areas of |
the world: Cambodia, Zimbabwe,
Peru, Ecuador, Nepal, etc. etc. et
They moved to Colorado from Nef+
York for the lifestyle last year and
have been attending Rockland e
since. Brent is an Investment Ba
er, Karin an OB/GYN physician,
Katrin is in the & grade at Ever-
green Middle School, was a gymnast folin East Africa, a lush and green terrain that
six years but now has decided to switchincludes the vast swamp region of the Sudd
to diving, is also a skier and plays pianoformed by the White Nile. This nation is
and violin; Braden is grade at Bergen hordered by Ethiopia to the east; Kenya to

10

12

Valley Elementary School, and he the southeast, Uganda to the south, the
swims, plays soccer, skies and plays  Democratic Republic of Congo to the
plano. southwest, the Central African Republic to

This mission trip for the family came  the west; and Sudan to the north.
shortly after the new nation of South  yYou may conjure only visions of total cha-
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os and depravation, but that is not the whole picture of Near the end of their trips the lights from the solar panels
South Sudan for as it evolved there were many who were turned on. Karin descr
would help them build their new nation. celebration with nonstop music and dancing. You would

The Evangelical Presbyterian Church (no affiliation think that they had won a million dollars. But to them it

with EPC in America) is actively involved. With the means the world. It may seem romantic to us to have can-
goal of working with the people and recognizing the dlelight surroundings but | remember days when we lost
power of the local indigenous church, the EPC is an power and it was so inconvenient to go around with flash-
umbrella for manyrganizations helping to build this lights. This is I|ife changi:
new nation. The Lewis family spent a great deal of During their mission trip they met the people, the Dinkas,
time with EPC: Brent set up solar projects for three whom they described as fiway
orphanages, Karin working at the EPC medical clinic,c f ul |y dar k bl ack, SsoO war m, |
Katrin and Braden involved with the school and sever- for all they have endured through these many years of war.

al other activities. In spite of that the Sunday church was filled with amazing

The Lewisd al so wor ked wi joyful mugiccaddRidhcing Arf general ahe Sduth Sudlanese
ership and Reconciliation Ministries)that seeks, trains  practice traditional religions while a minority are Chris-
and equips those who would serve people in need, and tians. To the North in Sudan, the religion is primarily

share the gospel message of Jesus CHrigtir com- Muslim.

mitment is to The Great Commission (Matthew 28:19  As to the future of this foundling nation, Brent has a lot of
20) and a heart for proclaiming the Good News as well hope. There are tremendous amounts of natural resources

as serving those in need. Joining in that endeavor, and the people are eager to build their own country since

Brent set up solar power for them and Karin gave a they have fought so long and hard for it. It is a beautiful

lecture to their students on Christian Leadership. country according to the Le
through the countryside.

Before their trip Brent had been working for quite Asked how their many mission trips affected them, the

some time on the financing and logistics of placing family agreed that they went as Christians to help but they

solar panels in two orphanages with their schools, a received much more than they could possibly give. They
secondary school and a pastoral leadership center. Ac- were blessed with the warmth of the people, compassion
cording to Brent, this is a country without electricity, for them, and inspiration.

water, or paved roads. The introduction of the solar -smj

panels allows them teat dinner, clean up and do
chores and homework with light and not kerosene
lamps that are not always available.

Masthead/The Chimes

Karin, as a doctor, was invaluable as she worked at the Our goal is to inform, inspire and

hospital and clinic. One incident during their stay: Ka- connect the people to the community of Rockland Church
rin found a stash of equipment that had arrived some All articles will be published and/or edited at the
time ago but no one on staff knew what to do with it. discretion of the editor.

She realized it was very valuable medical equipment Questions? Call Shirley Johnson 320-0520

and she was able to demonstrate the usefulness and Edlljtlol’? ﬁtl’i"rle\)//v\:?r:‘g/spohno aohers: Lori Frease
incorporate it into the hos\]ﬁdi}me?ilaéc%Cle%é%%gBF? es.

. o . Production staff: Linda Mensching, Production Manader
Prior to their trip, Katrin and Braden sponsored a fund- Dorothy and Joe Maruyama, Joy Gabler, Kent Johnsan,
raiser- a "swima-thon" at their swim club called "Kids Anne and Bill Trimble, Marge and Dick Over, Jim and
Helping Kids". The family also had friends who do- Pat Morrisette, Betty Nissler, Tom Hobson, Norma
nated school and surgical supplieafter arriving in Blount, Dennis and Betty Strecker.

South Sudan,_ both Katrin and Braden s_pent _time at the Dr.Ken Williams Senior Pastor,
school attending classes and then playing with the stu- Rev.Ed LangeAssociate Pastor
dents at break time. Braden played soccer and Katrin Pastor Paul SchultAssistant Pastor
played net ball and they hung out with kids after school Rockland Community Church 3&26-0668,

and work. www.rocklandcc.org




Page3

Overheard by the
Church Mouse

éthose only are happy whB8enioriddighe t h
some object other than t $1&5was givennho alycarnm family eho sveretout rfiwork,
at something else, they find happiness by theinhn had lost their home, et hey had an RV and traveled
Stuart Mill. from Wisconsin to North Dakota to help cleanup at the
camp where we workedl he father found a job while

éthe mouse observed many théyaereptlyereplbeir b adertkilisi (&ands10) nvonked
they returned from Mission trips in our own country andlongside our kids!
hose missionaries
smiles, the whole congregation can celebrate their ger88011 to the Baptist church in Mandaree, N.D. An elder-
osity and compassion as they helped those in need. ly couple pastors this church which is in much need of

abroad but it wasnodot only t

repair.
éfirst our 150 children att

l'tbés a
ending

(and their families) who generously donat&é5+ poundsMiddle School:
of toiletpapeé 6 6 1 r ol | s on tfodne fAbouts$235 weatyo the man Wi Srganized the work pro-
EChO and more than 1,200 pounds of food for the foogects in the neighborhood of Rockfordnd about $240
banks of EChO, Mean Street and Loaves & Fishes.  went to the Tornado Relief Fund in Joplin, Missourhe
mission group our kids went with has its home office in

éthen there is the f ocusJopln.
di fferenced as every doll ar
nated. This is the first year and the generosity has beed t h
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very difficult mi
Vacation Bible Sc
ol l ars are makin
the offering pl

i s the income f

re

amazing. Just look what those dollars have done for tlees cards. By using the King Soopers gift card for your

following organizations that are helping so many. groceries and Loaf & Jug for your gas, Rockland receives
5% of the purchase. The total raised so far this year is

Jan.- $979Evergreen Christian Outreach (EChO) $7,765 which goes to our Youth ministry. Some of it was

Feb.- $930 Loaves & Fishes
Mar. - $1,456 Mean Street Ministry
Apr. - $1,350 Familiesn-Need
May - $952Youth Mission Work*
June- $801 Mountain Area Pregnancy Center €Th
July- $1,060 Denver Rescue Mission
August- $901 Joy House

God
In September those dollars will be given to Blue Spruce e
Habitat for Humanity

*You ask how did the Youth Mission Work spend their
$952? Well, the dollars were split in half between Senior
High and Middle School.
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specifically wus
($2,188 year to date) and the rest is going into the general
Youth fund (5,577).
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As our web site states so well: Rockland is a vibrant
church dedicated to outreach and drawing people closer to
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Working Together In Tanzania

The very end of %
Mayé. .the
perfect for the arriva
of the mission team
in Arusha. The sea-
son of the long raing
has just ended, the
corn and beans are
well started, flowers
are blooming, and
the students have
just completed their
first term ex-

ams. Most schools
have begun their
holiday and will re-
turn to classes in mi
-July. The young
ladies at Olmotonyi
(Ebenezer) stay at :
school for an extra week so that they can greet the Rockland ured up to the challenge# new building, a dormitory de-

Mission Team, participate in many activities, and makenew si gned by Rockl andds PhTledm Ger o
friends. As was the case this year, there are usually young peo-members rolled up their sleeves, worked digleside with lo-

ple among the mission team members and relationships develogal contractors and teeaged boys, and left a building basically
quickly. Several of the students had the surprise of being able ready for occupancyThe young ladies at Olmotonyi were

to meet their sponsors and spend quality time with them during ready to welcome us with traditional song and dance, and soon
the week. had some of us joining inThus the door was opened for the
activities for the weekThere was a goal to reach out to all of

the students in a personal way; letters were written to sponsors,
new photos were taken, interviews, and time to plEye

young ladies were offered opportunities to work with crafts,

There is no opportunity for jéag on a mission tripLed by
Tracy and Barbara Lyman, our time in Arusha was filled with
activity. We were introduced to the community immediately by

visiting the homes of several of the orphaned children who par- carn about home nursing training. or iust sit and talk with Us
ticipate in the Ngar amtAbeach Chlq Ehenos O URUINING, OF Y51 S, ifls Balici

. . .~ and ask theifr curious questions. Some of the dirls participated
home there was a dairy cow or dairy goat that had been prowd—in business trainina and were offered the opportunity to start a
ed by Rocklandés Mil ky Cow Program. ¢ 3e WeEE ONFET 1 %D?squsﬁe
homes of girls and boys who are sponsored into
secondary school throt
program. Most of the homes we visited were rou
mud huts with thatched roofs and we were war
welcomed by the families and surrounded by ne
boring children who formed a happy parade aro
us. This introduction set the stage for so many g
er things that we would learn about the commu

we serve.

The first weekend passed so quickly with a visit
the Ngaramtoni Chil dr
tunity to worship with our sister church, and invit
tions to Pastor Lekas

This year there were many items on the agenda
the mission team, The members of the team me



small business of their owrMany very special relationships Page5
formed during the weekSeveral of the sponsored boys came
by the school to help with the painting, grab a plate of beans family strengthening

from the cook shed, or to write letterBmazing how those support to homes
little boys of a few years ago have quickly become fine young where parents may be
men. Five of them will graduate this year. absent or ill. Small

tables and chairs fill
During that week, some visited  the rooms, hot meals,
the drought affected Maasai happy times on the
village of Sinya to examine playground, and sing-
their water needsSome visited ing show that the pro- i€
a womends coop e rgamworke Off o r /=
tive crafts to offer support with course, the team menza
. marketing ideas. Some went on  bers took time to play =
Hospice visits and returned with the children, as |
inspired by the dedication of the well.
Hospice team and the courage Before saying farewe =
of the patients.Some went to for another year, the

Linda Jacobsonﬁﬁwlk\{yto $4955
cooperative to support them also known as thé dis-
—  through the purchase of baskets, tribution of dairy ani-

| jewelry, and weavings. Some mals, took placeHold
.t went shopping for colorful fab- on tol the rope and
ric to bring bac_:k for Rockland watch where you step

soft-goods projects. And TWO as 17 dairy heifers

were distributed to
marginalized families

climbed Kilimanjaro!
All of us made the visits to two very special projects in

¢ i

Arusha. Plaster House is a branch of Selian Hospiliais a
rehabilitation center for children preparing for or recovering
from orthopedic and cleft palate surgeries, and burn treat-
ment. It is a place of hope for children so that they can be re-
stored to their villages with the stigma of their defects re-
moved. Although many of the children were in plaster casts for
their recovery, the love that comes with their treatment keeps
them happy.This was a place that those Beanie Babies and
Matchbox cars brought a boatload of smiles and P®S was Each day was full and the days went by much too quick-
another stop for the team that showed how HOPE is dished outly. These are generous, joyful people, no matter what their
to young orphaned and marginalized children to give them a  circumstanceslt always seems to be the case that we go to

in Ngaramtoni Parish and other nearby paristMany of the
families are guardians or single parents of the orphaned chil-
dren in the Chil drowofthsheiesnt er
were the offspring of cows distributed in 200Bairy cows and
goats were also distributed in Babati Parish where Pastor Abel
now serves as District Pastor.

better start in life.Rockland plays a role in this program be- serve, and return feeling that it is ourselves who have been
cause SOS occupies the building that our church remodeled foiserved. It is reciprocal. We seem to need each other.
Ngaramtoni in 2005S0S provides preschool daycare and Together we serve to build t

-Nancy Clement
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Middle School Mission Trip

Forty-seven of our middle school students and chaperones took a 20 Hour bus ride to Rockford, lllinois. They worked with
OEA T EOOCEITT AT I PATUR O+11 x 3xAAO6 8 4EAOA xAOA A1 T OA|OI
on one neighborhood in Rockford. Not only did they make a difference in the physical look of this neighborhood and buil
relationships with the residents, but this was noticed by the media and even the mayor of Rockford!

The students cleared out an empty lot on the block by cutting down trees, weeding and cleaning up to improve the safety| of
the block (and now allows the kids who live on the block to play outside safety). The unkempt lot was allowing criminals tp
hide themselves or illegal items there and now that the lot is cleared out they will no longer be able to do that. The stutden
also painted, cleared out back yards, did trim work, etc. to beautify the block all while forming relationships with the resi-
dents on the block!

Some of the highlights were: the physical labor along with relational work, the people they met in Rockford, working with the
other churches, Mack (resident who helps organize the block and bring everyone together), Know Sweat, evening worsh|p,
that we were all at one site serving together as a community, the day in Chicago, treats from Chris Dodge, the magnitude of
impact of work during the weeke they saw immediate improvement on the block and felt so appreciated by the residents,
the news interview in which our students were featured, the 8th grade leadership and the money that was collected for
Mack.

After the work was done, our kids spent a day in Chicago before returning West. The effect this had on our young 6th, 71
and 8th graders? See some of their comments below.
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0) #Z£AAT OEAOG ) Ai Al T O6AO O61 'T Ah ATA O ) O1 AAOOOAT A (E
0) AA AA &1 AgeAl A O1 Allix A O "1 A60 AT 86

O4EA AT 1 A ET OEA Aiii1 01T EOU xAOA xEI ¢ O xi OE OEAA AU
O-U EAAOO EAO A 1T Ax bpiAAA EEI 1 AR xEOE A ETUO T £ EOT AOAR
04EAO 1A AAT [ AEA 11 O0A AEAT CAO OEAT UI O[DREELER oy - o
041 TAEA A AEREAOATAA jEI [U TAECEAIOE bbbk e ByAiking| A E A
O2AAl EUET C EIi x Al AOOAA xA OAAIT 1T U AOAS 51 EEA86 4EA PACA E
O0) AAT 80 EOOO OEO AOI O A xEEI A OEAOA AOCA|HEHRBECAT OI- 4K AT B
O) Ai180 EOACA PATPI A A£OI I OEA 1 OOOEAA8G6 |- ETEOOOU T ) ) 4 %A
O4EAO EO AT AOI 50 | AOOAO xEAOA Ui 080A &EOT |Seehfy® piouiest 0|6 A O~
O07A OEI O1 A Al OEA x1 OE OEAO xA AEA OEAOA L AAAf—iliids8 o
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O0) Ai 11 OA PAOGEAT O AT A O1 AAOOOAT AET ¢ xEI 1 ET C86
OnOAOUITA EAO A AEAZAOAT O 1 EEAA 0061 OU (A xAT 00 00 0Oi ¢
O0) Ai 11 OA EOI Al A8o



Page7

7TEAO xAO ET T x1 AO Dialsal that this Wad thelirst

&1 T T A8 ET .1 00E $ A wHitdgfoupdHe echoblhadeveQdt
OEA Opmnmm 9AAO &I 1 btdythere. It Wds hfirshghoGplot
as a one day teanbuilding visit to visitors for which the town ever held
Badlands Ministries Camp in Medo- a special Drum Circle. The town also
ra, ND turned into a four day flood joined in a cookout bringing much
relief adventure! of the food. It was said that this visit
The Senior High Mission group ar- was a miracle no one would have
rived in Medora, ND on a Friday anticipated this visit would even be
morning. They were told only a allowed! Can you say the power of
couple days earlier that the camp prayer?

was not open for business so we
AT OTATS0 AT AT U OARIKEEERSLOBY e MaER A

ere was collaboration wi h
before we ventured to Mandaree,

. . the Evangelical Bible Church in Dick-
ND to help out at the Native Ameri- inson, ND. John and Cheryl Jehn, for- Mud
can school.

merly of Rockland, and the pastors

Turning a disappointment into an and people of the church had been
opportunity, Pastor and Youth working to set up the projects. They
Leader Extraordinaire Ed Lange, also had many of the supplies donat-
asked if we could help at the ed. Their church helped with the
Badlands Ministry Camp. They feeding of everyone and some of their
gratefully accepted this change in teens and adults joined in the work.
plans. 7TEAOEAO EOB6O 21 AEI AT A8O 1 0i AROO 10

willingness to be used where God

Even though new gravel had been puts them, there never fails to be

brought in for the roads, the bus " S iR A A on A A W e
could not drive down them. Every- OAAI 'AGO EATA AO x1OES
one had to walk about a mile into Thank you all who helped support

the camp. this trip. You did good work!

After lunch they went right to work. ~Judi Hine
4EA ODPI AOAEI Oif OAT 0O EAA O EAOA OEA
mud shoveled out and then power Sleeping accommodations
washed. There was much digging of

mud and transporting of mud and

mucking through mud and rolling in

i OAs88) OEETE UI O cAO OEA PEAOOOAS

Our kids are nothing if not flexible!

They had to sleep on the floor of the

dinning all and pick up their gear

every morning. On the second day

the pipes at the dining hall broke

no use of bathrooms or sinks! How

do you cook and clean for 65 people

without drains? The kids helped do

that? they more than rose to the

occasion! Fortunately, the bath

house was still operational.

Qu

The group then traveled to Man-
doree, ND to work at the Native
American school in that community.

Group in the Badlands of South Dakota



